
 

Clare Messud was born in France and grew up in the United States, 
Australia and Canada. Her mother is Canadian, her father is of French origin 
(from Algeria), and her sister is French. Her debut novel, When The World 
Was Steady, was nominated for the PEN/Faulkner Award. In 1999, she 
published her second book, The Last Life, about three generations of a 

French-Algerian family. Her most recent novel, The Emperor’s Children, was longlisted for 
the 2006 Man Booker Prize. She was considered for the 2003 Granta Best of Young 
British Novelists list, although none of the three passports she holds is British. Messud 
teaches creative writing and lives between Washington, D.C. and Somerville, 
Massachusetts. 
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